Several members of the Soils Section of the Michigan State College have done more or less work on soil colloids during the last decade (9).' These studies were undertaken and have been continued because they, with many others, believe that colloids play various and important r61es with respect to soil characteristics. It appears that the amount of colloids present in most soils is far greater than has been "believed heretofore. Doubtless the incomplete dispersion of the colloids in the preparation of the soil samples for physical analysis accounted for these earlier views. Owing to the amount of colloids present and to their activities, it seems that they control, in the main, the chemical and physical reactions and properties of soils, such as base exchange, adsorption and retention of moisture, heat of wetting, evaporation of water, plasticity, and probably others (2, 8, 7) .
